CHAPTER  I

Political Ideals

IN dark days, men need a clear faith and a well-grounded
hope; and as the outcome of these, the calm courage
which takes no account of hardships by the way. The
times through which we are passing1 have afforded to
many of us a confirmation of our faith. We see that the
things we had thought evil are really evil, and we know
more definitely than we ever did before the directions in
which men must move if a better world is to arise on the
ruins of the one which is now hurling itself into destruc-
tion. We see that men's political dealings with one another
are based on wholly wrong ideals, and can only be saved by
quite different ideals from continuing to be a source of
suffering, devastation, and sin.
^Political ideals must be based upon ideals for the
individual life. The aim of politics should be to make the
lives of individuals as good as possible^ There is nothing
for the politician to consider outside or above the various
men, women, and children who compose the world. The
problem of politics is to adjust the relations of human
beings in such a way that each severally may have as much
of good in his existence as possible. And this problem
1 The war of 1914-18.